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"THE TRIAL OF POZNAN" (REV. 2/8/57) 


FADE IN: 
(SWAYZE) 

SWAYZE: 
Ladies and gentlemen, a good eve- 
ning to you .«. John Cameron Swayze 
reporting. 
You are about to see a story based 
on an actual trial ... one that 
may go down in history as the most 
important of our time. 
Yet «e- the facts about it have 
been few .e. its details scattered, 
It happened in September of 1956. 
In a place very few of us had heard 
of. And it happened to men whose 
names and lives ... were unknown 
ees and insignificant. But because 
of what they did ... an empire has 
been challenged ... and the lives 
of millions of people ... including 
Our OWN ee. may be changed. 
In a moment.... THE TRIAL OF POZNAN 
eee ON the ARMSTRONG CIRCLE THEATRE. 


FADE OUT 


FADE IN; FILM COMMERCIAL 


FADE IN TELOP: 


ARMSTRONG CIRCLE THEATRE. 


cut TO: 
(MOVE IN ON MAP OF 
EUROPE ... HEADING 
FOR POLAND. AS IT 
COMES UP FO!. A BIG 
CU. ses) 


DISSOLVE THRU TO: 
(FILM: SICK: THE 
RIOTS IN POZNAN. 
WORKERS MARCHING ... 
THE POLICE OPFOSING 
THEM. VIOLENCE IS 
THE KEYNOTE. AN EX- 
PLOSION OF ANGER BY 
THE POPULACE. ) 


ACT ONE 


SWAYZE: (NARR) 
The scene was set June 28th, 
1956 ... when across the 


world ...e one name flashed. 


Poznan! 
(AFTER WATCHING THE ACTION 
FOR A FEW MOMENTS ) 


What had begun as a pro- 
test of striking Polish 
workers ... suddenly had 
exploded into an uncon- 
trollable riot. The head- 
quarters of the secret 
police was attacked ... the 
radio jamming station 
destroyed ... the mails 
overrun and their prisoners 
set free. Stores were 
looted ... private homes 
ransacked. 

Hundreds were killed ... 
thousands wounded .ececcsees 


and thousands arrested. 


DISSOLVE TO: 
(LIMBO. WALCZAK) 


DISSOLVE TO: 
(LIMBO. ROWALSKT) 


DISSOLVE TOs 
(LIMBO. STEFAN) 


SWAYZE: (Cont'd) 
Among them was Piotor 
Walcezak, age 20, an 
employe of the State 
Winery in Poznan. He 
was apprehended while 


at work... 


Antoni Rowalski, age 
eighteen was arrested as 
he reported for duty at 
the Poznan District Two 
Post Office. 


Also placed under arrest 
was Stefan Nowak, age, 


twenty. <A lathe machine 


-3~ 


SWAYZE: (Cont'd) 
operator ky profession, 
he had been unemployed 
for the past year. 


On Thursday, September 
the 27th, the trial of 
these three young men 
would begin. 

(STEFAN IN A POOL The charge...was murder. 

OF LIGHT. -DARK FIG- 

URES AROUND HIM...AT 

THE EDGE OF DARKNESS. 

PULL SLOWLY BACK. 

UNTIL HE GROWS DIM.. 

AS THE TITLES AND 

CREDITS SUPERe.« «AND 

COME TO AN END) 


FADE OUT 


(FADE IN) 

(CHAMBERS OF JUDGE BIEGANSKT. 

A SIMPLE UTILITARIAN ROOM. 

THREE PHOTOS ON WALL BEHIND SWAYZE: 


HIM ry BULGANIN, KHRUSCHEV The priva te chambe rs of 


AND A POLISH LEADER (NOT judge Leon Bieganski, 
GOMULKA). BIEGANSKI IS AT 
HIS DESK) 


(DOOR OPENS AND 

PROSECUTOR TOIMAN 
ENTERS . « « eREMOVES 
HIS HAT. HE IS A 


HUMORLESS MAN, ABOUT 


FORTY. ASCETIC 


LOOKING... WITH HIS 
FUTURE ALWAYS IN MIND 


. AND IN HAND.) 
(JUDGE GETS UP TO 


GREET HIM. RESPECT 

FOR TOLMAN IS IMMEDI- 
ATELY EVIDENT IN THE 
JUDGE'S MANNER. THEY 


SHAKE HANDS eeccee 


ol I-4 pace 


SWAYZE: (Cont !d) 
presiding justice of the 
Poznan Provincial Court. 
After months of delibera- 
tion the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party... 
had decided to use his 
courtroom in order to stage 
a trial. Through the Polish 
government they controlled... 
the party leaders were now 
ready to present their version 
of why the Pozanan riots had 


happened. 


(MORE ) 


THEN THE PROSECUTOR 
DIGS INTO HIS BRIEF- 
CASE FOR SOME PAPERS) 
PROSECUTOR s. 
(HANDS HIM PAPERS) 
Your instructions from the 
Central Committee are all 
in here, Bieganski. 
JUDGE : 
I'll read them at once. 
(AS THE JUDGE 
SETTLES DOWN TO 
LEAF THROUGH THE 
PAPERS ...WE STUDY SWAYZE: 
THE PROSECUTOR, AS Tadeusz Tolman, Chief 
HE MAKES A NOTE ON State Prosecutor for 
SOME PAPERS OF HIS the city and county of 
OWN) Poznan. As is the cus- 
tom in communist domin- 
ated countries, he had 
been trained in a pros- 
ecutors! school in Moscow. 
His function was to protect 
the Party, by exposing its 


enemies in open court. 


my 


ee 


JUDGEs 
I confess I was more than a little 
Surprised when I heard there was 
even to be a trial. I imagined 
things would have been settled 
qQuickly....the prisoners executed. 
PROSC «3 
(A TOUCH OF IMPATIENCE. HE OBVIOUSLY 
CONSIDERS HIMSELF THE JUDGE'S SUPERIOR 
»+eALSO INTELLECTUALLY) 
Exactly what our enemies in the 
West would have wanted. Secret 
executions belong to the past, 
Bieganski. 
JUDGE: 
Whom will you assign to prosecute? 
PROSC 3 
i-..-will act as prosecutor. 
JUDGE: (GREATLY SURPRISED) 
You? 
PROSC «8 
(AGAIN THE IMPATIENCE) 
It's not possible you don't under-= 
stand the importance of this trial 
and the ones to follow. 


(LEANING OVER THE DESK) 
(MORE ) 


PROSC.: (Cont!d) 
When the riots took place, Moscow 
instructed our government what was 
to be done. We were to blame for- 
eign agents...their propaganda 
broadcasts. 

JUDGE: 
But they were responsible. 

PROSC.: (CORRECTING HIM) 
Only partly responsible. Some of 
the blame belongs to us. 

JUDGE: ‘WORRIED SURPRISE) 
I don't understand you. 

PROSC .$ 
The Central Committee has refused 
Moscow's acvice. Instead...there's 
to be this trial. Our government, 
through me, will admit errors in 
policy. The official radio will 
broadcast that reforms are to be 
made. Wages will be increased... 
working conditions improved. As 
a people's democracy, we will have 
listened to the protests of our 
citizens...and we will have acted 


for their good. (INDICATES THE PAPERS) 
(MORE ) 


